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1 . 1 RAISED WITH FOREIGN MINISTER PARK TONG-JIN JUNE 1 
HIS REPORTED STATEMENT ON KOREAN NUCLEAR WEAPONS DEVELOPMENT. 
FONMIN CLAIMED THAT HE WAS BOTH QUOTED OUT OF CONTEXT AND 
MISQUOTED, PARTICULARLY IN NUCLEAR STORY. FONMIN EXPLAINED 
THAT SEVERAL DAYS BEFORE UPI STORY HE WAS CORNERED BY FOREIGN 
MINISTRY PRESS GROUP AND ASKED ABOUT STORY IN DONGA ILBO 
THAT KOREA AMOGHT THOSE COUNTRIES CAPABLE OF DEVELOPING ITS 
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OWN NUCLEAR WEAPONS. ACCORDING TO HIM, HE RESPONDED THAT 
AS A KOREAN HE WAS PROUD THAT HIS NATION WAS SUFFICIENTLY 
ADVANCED TO HAVE NUCLEAR CAPABILITIES, BUT HE REMINDED PRESS 
MEN KOREA IS SIGNATORY TO NON PROLIFERATION TREATY. ON OTHER 
HAND, HE ADDED, AS MATTER OF PRINCIPLE ANY NATION HAS FREEDOM 
TO TAKE NECESSARY ACTIONS TO ASSURE ITS SURVIVAL IF WORSE 
COME TO WORSE. 
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2. FONMIN SAID THAT HIS COMMENTS WERE OFFHAND AND NOT 
ACTUALLY INTENDED FOR PUBLICATION, ALTHOUGH CARRIED BY SEVERAL 
OF THE PAPERS REPRESENTED AT THE MINISTRY. HE PERSONALLY DOES 
NOT BELIEVE KOREA IS CAPABLE OF DEVELOPING ITS OWN WEAPONS AND 
FURTHERMORE WOULD NOT ATTEMPT THIS COURSE UNLESS US COMMITMENT 
TO KOREA WITHDRAWN. 

3. DESPITE ABOVE EXPLANATION, I TOOK OCCASION TO REMIND 
FONMIN OF OUR STRONGLY HELD VIEWS ON NON-PROLIFERATION AND 
SERIOUSLY ADVERSE IMPACT THAT NUCLEAR WEAPONS DEVELOPMENT WOULD 
HAVE ON OUR RELATIONS WITH KOREA. I POINTED OUT THAT FLOW 

OF TECHNOLOGY, FUEL ELEMENTS, ETC. FOR PEACEFUL USES DEPENDED 
UPON NON-PROLIFERATION, FOR EXAMPLE. I ALSO STRESSED TO 
FONMIN DEVELOPMENT OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN EVENT IN WORST CONTIN- 
GENCY, WOULD NOT ONLY BE TIME CONSUMING AND COSTLY, BUT SO 
RISKY IN TERMS OF RETALIATION BY OTHER SIDE AS TO NEGATE 
OPTION FOR COUNTRY LIKE KOREA. 

4. 1 POINTED OUT TO FONMIN THAT EVEN OFFHAND REMARKS COULD HAVE 
SERIOUS IMPLICATIONS. FONMIN ACKNOWLEDGED THIS POINT AND 
INDICATED THAT HE HAD HEARD FROM OTHER QUARTERS, PROBABLY BLUE 
HOUSE, ABOUT HIS COMMENTS. 

SNEIDER UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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